Seeking to see and serve Christ in all persons
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
December 20, 2020: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
The service begins on page 355 of The Book of Common Prayer. The service is printed here in
its entirety.
Come, thou long expected Jesus
Hymnal 66

The Opening Hymn
The Lighting of the Advent Candle

Light One Candle
Natalie Sleeth

Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope.
He brings hope to every heart, He comes! He comes!
Light one candle for peace, one bright candle for peace.
He brings peace to every heart, He comes! He comes!
Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy.
Every nation will find salvation in Bethlehem’s baby boy.
Light one candle for love, one bright candle for love, He brings love to every heart.
He comes! He comes! He brings love to every heart, He comes! He comes!
The Liturgy of the Word
The Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The people say together
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Trisagion

Hymnal S 100

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The First Lesson — 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but
the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the
Lord is with you."
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in
a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say
to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following
the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the
name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall
afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel;
and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord
will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;
your throne shall be established forever.
Canticle 15
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Second Reading — Romans 16:25-27
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The Sequence Hymn

The angel Gabriel from heaven came
Hymnal 265

The Holy Gospel — Luke 1:26-38
Celebrant
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Celebrant
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Nicene Creed

The Rev. Hazel Smith Glover
BCP 358

All say together,
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People – Form VI

BCP 392

Intercessor

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Intercessor
People

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

Intercessor
People

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Intercessor
People

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Intercessor
People

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

Intercessor
People

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Intercessor

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Rob, Paul and Don, our Bishops; and for all
bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in God’s Church.

People
Intercessor

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray for those on our
prayer list.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions.
Intercessor
People

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

Intercessor

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We give thanks for those
who celebrate birthdays this week, especially: Pat, Elizabeth, Ben, Morgan.

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings.

Intercessor
People

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Intercessor

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions.
Intercessor
People

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Intercessor

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Intercessor and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The Celebrant concludes with an absolution.
The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Communion

The Offertory
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Angelus ad virginem
David Willcocks

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his
appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
The Sanctus
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your

only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over
to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus
Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Fraction Anthem
The Communion Anthem
Celebrant

Hymnal S 154
Priere a Notre Dame
Boellmann

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always.
The Closing Hymn

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
Hymnal 438

The Dismissal
Parish Notices are sent via email and posted on the church website and Facebook page.
If you are not receiving emails from the church, please contact Lesley Williams at
parishadmin@stpaulsnewnan.org.
The church website is www.stpaulsnewnan.org.
The Facebook page is www.facebook.com/StPaulsNewnan
Remember in your prayers:
We pray for those with ongoing concerns: Roxanne Wallis, Malcolm Velasca, Kiran Force, Alice
Magnan, Annie Bulford, Margaret Crary, Trina Hall, Tyler Chapman, Anna Endres, Kimberly
Leitch, Candy Waldron, Peter Funnell, Kirk Goodell, Bo Warren, Brittany Jones, Ralph Hajosy,
Judy Causey, Amanda Howell Eber, Jeff Lawhead, Billy Newman.
We pray for those with timely concerns: Beth McAllister, Nikki Henderson, LB Groover, Ann
Johnson, Patrick Bagwell, Jim Sejvar, Don Doggrell, Phil Watkiss, Mark Bulford, John and
Rachel Herman, John Spivey, David Pape.
We pray for those who are sick and those who love them, and for those who have died because
of the coronavirus; for those who are oppressed by fear and for those who are losing the income
that sustains them. Let us also pray for those in the medical, scientific, research and
pharmaceutical communities devoting their time and talent to the cause of global health. And, let
us pray for all our elected officials and all those who hold the common trust that their wisdom
and compassion for all people will increase.
We pray for the members of the Vestry: Jennifer, Bill, Nicole, Philip, Mark, Kay, Geoff, Renee,
Heather, Lisa; the Clergy and Staff: Hazel, Mason, Lesley, Dawn, Elisabeth, Mary Margaret,
Britney, Mary, Kimberly, Cole.
We pray for members of our armed services and their families: Phil Kearney, Kevin Bradley, Joe
Clay, Tom Choate, Linda Boyce, Dariel Johnson, Sean McGraw, Steven Puckett, Bill Tudor, Jr.,
Scott Woodward, Luke White, Tommy White, Zach Simkins, Jacob Britt, Morgen Davis, Luke
Eason, Michael Rafferty, David Norwood, Arron Essex, Adam Harrison, Sam Vermilyea,
Charles Mathews, Nick Watts, Cameron Everett, Lanier Sealy, Beau Massenburg.
We give thanks for the lives of those celebrating birthdays this week: Pat Farmer, Elizabeth
Ream, Ben Marchman, Morgan Nall.
We pray for those who have died: Reverend Canon Natalia "Tanya" Vonnegut Beck, friend of
Mason Copeland. Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her.
Amen.

Christmas at St. Paul’s:
Sacred Space Pilgrimages
Christmas Eve from 11:00 a.m. -- 2:00 p.m.
Registration Required
There will be six half-hour sessions on Christmas Eve, taking place beginning at 11:00 a.m., for
parishioners to be in our nave for prayer and reflection, with music by Mason Copeland and the
Rev. Hazel Smith Glover speaking. Space is limited; please register online beginning
Monday, December 21 at 9:00 a.m. by clicking the link above (please note that the
registration link will not be active before that time). Be sure to select your desired time slot and
number of attendees from the available options (11:00, 11:30, 12:00, 12:30, 1:00, and 1:30).
Mask wearing and social distancing protocols will be in effect, per diocesan guidelines.

In-Person Outdoor Service
Christmas Eve at 5:30 p.m.
Registration Required
St. Paul's will offer an in-person outdoor Christmas Eve service, starting at 5:30 PM in the
parking lot, officiated by The Rev. Hazel Smith Glover. Space will be available for those who
wish to remain in their vehicles for warmth, and outdoor space with a bonfire will be available
for those who wish to sit outside. Those who wish to sit are asked to bring their own chairs.
The sound system will be set up so everyone, including any in vehicles, can hear the service.
Registration is limited and will open at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, December 21 via the above
link (please note that the registration link will not be active before that time). Mask wearing and
social distancing protocols will be in effect, per diocesan guidelines.

Online Holy Eucharist and Children's Pageant
Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m.
Our traditional Christmas Eve service with Children's Pageant will be held online this year. It
will premiere on our Facebook page and website at 7:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve, and may be
viewed at 7:00 p.m. or at any time afterwards.
The opening hymn, O Come All Ye Faithful, will be sung by a virtual congregation (hopefully
including you!). To participate in this special feature of the service, please click here for
instructions to submit a video. Recordings must be received by December 20th in order to be
included.

Online Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols
December 27 at 10:30 a.m.
Join us online on the First Sunday after Christmas, when St. Paul's youth will be the readers for
an online service of Christmas Lessons and Carols, with music by Dawn Harrison and the St.
Paul's Parish Choir. This service will be broadcast at 10:30 a.m. on December 27th via our
Facebook page and website and may be viewed at anytime after the premiere.
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