Seeking to see and serve Christ in all persons
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
Christmas Eve 2020
The service begins on page 355 of The Book of Common Prayer. The service is printed here in
its entirety.
The Opening Hymn

O come, all ye faithful
Hymnal 83

The Liturgy of the Word
The Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

The people say together
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Hymn of Praise

Hymnal S 278

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven;
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The First Lesson — Isaiah 9: 2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Psalm 96
1 Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods. 1
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.
10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King!
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.
13 He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his truth.
The Second Reading — Titus 2: 11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The Sequence Hymn

Once in royal David’s city
Hymnal 102

The Children’s Pageant
The pageant is based on the Gospel of Luke 2:1-20
The Nicene Creed

BCP 358

All say together,
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
The Intercessor says
Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe,
wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Saviour of all, lying in a manger. On this holy night draw us
into the mystery of your love. Join our voices with the heavenly host, that we may sing your
glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds, that we may find the one for whom we
have waited, Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, in the splendour of eternal light, God forever and ever. Amen.
On this holy night in which God joins heaven and earth, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all those in need.
Let us pray for the Church around the world as it celebrates the birth of Christ. Bless all those
who are entrusted with Christian ministry that your Word might be proclaimed with truth and
courage across our world.
Bestow your wisdom on all who govern, that in honouring the earth and its diverse races,
cultures, and religions, we may celebrate the light of this holy night.
Grant reconciliation to those surrounded with conflict and violence, that they may live in the
peace of this holy night.
Let us pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night. Embrace with your tender care all
who wander alone or have no place to lay their head, they may experience the hope of this holy
night.
Let us pray for all who are anxious, depressed, or ill. Draw near to those who find this season a
source of pain or grief, and to all who are suffering or sick, especially those we remember in our
own hearts that they may feel the comfort of this holy night.
Let us pray for parents, families, and newborn infants. Strengthen families in the bonds of love
and commitment, that they may delight in the joy of this holy night.
Let us pray for ourselves and for the blessings of Christmas. Open our hearts to your presence,
that we may be transformed by the new birth of this holy night.
Let us give thanks for all the faithful departed who have been bearers of the Word made flesh.
Give us grace to follow your holy ones in lives of faith and commitment, that we may we join
with the hosts of heaven in singing the praises of this holy night.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God, for the sake of him
who died and rose again, and now lives and reigns within the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Communion

The Offertory
The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

S ong of Mary
Harold Friedell
Eucharistic Prayer B
BCP 367

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born
for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of Mary
his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become
your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
The Sanctus

Hymnal S 128

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the
new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Fraction Anthem

Hymnal S 154

The Communion Anthem

Sing Noel
Natalie Sleeth

Shepherds hear the story; Christ is born in Bethlehem,
Rise and go to see His glory, leave your flock to welcome Him!
Sing noel, O sing Noel, O sing Noel for Christ is born.
Angels heavenly chorus, Christ has come to earth today;
Bright the star that shines before us, pointing clear to all the way!
Wise men, treasure bringing to the manger bed afar,
Joyful praises ever singing, Follow now the guiding star.
Celebrant

Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Post Communion Hymn

Silent night, holy night
Hymnal 111

The Blessing
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season,
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy,
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his
peace and favor. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.
The Closing Hymn

Joy to the world! The Lord has come
Hymnal 100

The Dismissal

Christmas Lessons and Carols Virtual Service
Featuring Youth Readers
December 27, 2020
Broadcast on Facebook and Website at 10:30 a.m.

The Christmas flowers and music are given to the glory of God by:
Lisa Beerman, in thanksgiving for Ava DeHavilland Beerman.
Kathy Ellison, in thanksgiving for her family: Dwight, Kimberly,
Dawn, JR, Lana, Hank, Nate and her St. Paul's family.
Peter and Gail Furniss, in honor of the Rev. Hazel Smith Glover.
Lauren and Mike Gallagher, in thanksgiving for Kate, Griffin, Mary Brooks, Rob,
Margaret Rose, and Baby Wise coming in 2021.
The Rev. Hazel Smith Glover, in thanksgiving for the birth of her granddaughter, Piper
Pennell-Glover, and in memory of her parents, Martha Turner Smith and C. Newt Smith.
The Rev. Hazel Smith Glover, in thanksgiving for front line workers, scientists,
medical professionals, and essential workers during this year's pandemic.
Chris and Jim Green, in thanksgiving for St. Paul’s shining their light to so many people.
Ellie Hall, in thanksgiving for Hazel+ and the Vestry.
Dawn and Bill Harrison, in thanksgiving for their family, Amy, Stephanie, Mark,
Adam, Jeff, Patricia, Remy, Jace, Dylan, Grover, Lyla, Franklin and William.
Delores Parris, in honor of Bernice Sharp.
Cathy and David Sandlin, in honor of the hardworking St. Paul’s family
that has kept everything going for us.
Jennifer and Jim Thomasson, in thanksgiving for their children and grandchildren: Joanna
and J. J. Thomasson, James Thomasson, R. B. Thomasson, Cheney and Harris Eldridge.
Heather Turner, in honor of all who serve St. Paul's
in the Java Crew and in the Newcomers Ministry.
David and Candy Waldron, in thanksgiving for their grandchildren:
Alafaire, Andrew, Alex, Sam and Matthew.
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